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“A Cosmos of Languages”

Australia’s first astro4dev.org funded project “Australia’s Cultural Night Sky:
Culture, Creativity and Community at Lake Ballard, Western Australia”, explores
astronomically inspired languages from around the world, during the international
decade of Indigenous languages 2022 - 2032.

Dr John Goldsmith, Founder, Celestial Visions.
Website: www.celestialvisions.com.au
Email: John.Goldsmith.MSc@gmail.com News release, June 2025

As part of the Astro4dev.org funded project, Dr John
Goldsmith, in collaboration with Koya Aboriginal
Corporation, developed a festival exhibit “A Cosmos of
Languages”. The exhibit was presented as part of the
Denmark Arts Festival, Western Australia’s longest
running community arts festival. The 31 annual festival
“Brave New Works” took place between 3 - 6 April
2025, and was themed “aurora australis” (the Southern
Lights).

Wherever we are in the world, language is fundamental
to communication and culture. “A Cosmos of
Languages” exhibit is inspired by the Rosetta Stone,
the remarkable artifact that proved to be the key to
deciphering Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs.

“A Cosmos of Languages” exhibit focusses on three
astronomical words, “Sun”, Moon” and “Star”. These
three words are explored in various languages,
including three Indigenous Languages, from Western
Australia, Noongar (South West Western Australia),
Wangkatha (Eastern Goldfields) and Walmajarri (East
Kimberley) and in other languages including French,
Italian, Japanese, Arabic, Chinese (traditional),
Indonesian, Russian, Greek, German and Romanian.
Our exhibit becomes a kind of a modern-day Rosetta
Stone, linking multiple languages from around the world
and Australian Indigenous languages. The immense
work of others is gratefully acknowledged in the




massive task of documenting and preserving languages, and the original communities whose languages
we can now appreciate. “A cosmos of languages” was presented in conjunction with the “Visions of
the Cosmos” astrophotography exhibition by Dr John Goldsmith.

“Star”

Noongar glinda
Wangkatha malya
Walmajarri warda

English star

French etoile

Italian stella
Japanese hoshi &
Arabic najm axd
Chinese (traditional) xingxing Z£
Indonesian bintang
Russian zvezda 3Be3ga
Greek astéri aoTEPI
German stern
Romanian stea

Cosmopoem “Sun, Moon, Star”

Our exhibit concludes with a creative cosmopoem “Sun, Moon, Star”, exploring the link between the Sun,
the solar wind, aurora, comets, and the profound effect these astronomical phenomena have on human
community.



Sun, Moon, Stars

A convergence of cosmos,
and community
when purpose aligns.

Thousands are drawn to the
western edge of our southern continent,
becoming witness to
a solar magnificence.

Dazzling sunlight overwhelms
the corona, until the Moon meets,
A total eclipse momentarily reveals
the Sun’s atmosphere.

From the Sun, a stream of energy,
minute particles charging their way
at phenomenal speeds,
drawn into the magnetic swirl
of our polar regions.

And, tonight,
we gather around our campfire,
as sparks flies, towards the heart
of the Milky Way,
our galaxy home.

From our Western Australian home
we face the celestial pole,
and watch, low above the southern horizon,
a transforming glow, the Southern Lights
prompt delight and wonder
tonight.

As the icey comet
streams into deep space
away from the Sun
An ancient call
A timepiece for ancestors and generations
and unknown distant futures.

In languages throughout,
words name and describe the astronomical
until the sheer wonder of the cosmos
gives way to silence.




The realisation begins
of the immensity of forces in space.
Our small planet
in an immensity
of black space.

One small planet
Shared by us all
All under one Sun
All under one Moon
We are the dust of stars

Cosmopoem by John Goldsmith. International decade of Indigenous Languages (2022 — 2032).

Australian Indigenous Languages

The extraordinary diversity of language from Australia
includes at least 250 Indigenous languages. Some languages
are spoken in relatively small areas, and others, such as the
Central Desert (with their dialects) are spoken over vast
areas. Some languages are spoken by as few as a hundred
fluent speakers. Other languages (e.g. Noongyar, South West
of Western Australia) have seen a significant renewal and
growth, whilst other languages are now extinct, with no
surviving contemporary speakers left today. There is
considerable diversity in the spelling of Indigenous
languages.

Living language is dynamic and always moving. Regardless of how many people speak a given
language, language is a vital part of human culture. Whether spoken by hundreds of millions of people,
or by as little as a few hundred speakers, each language forms a page in the book of the incredible
diversity of human culture. From ancient, undeciphered and mysterious scripts, to the languages of
today, active, through to endangered and critically endangered languages, to those languages now
extinct. Our “A Cosmos of Languages” exhibit provides a kind of modern-day Rosetta stone,
contributing towards a greater appreciation of global and indigenous languages.
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