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News release, 18 August 2025 

 
Australia’s first astro4dev.org funded project 

“Australia’s Cultural Night Sky: Culture, 

Creativity and Community at Lake Ballard, 

Western Australia”, has been presented at the 

international symposium “Indigenous Astronomy 

in the Space Age”.  The symposium was held in 

Melbourne, Australia, 7 – 11 July 2025 (IAU 

Symposium 399 / Oxford XIII - Indigenous 

Astronomy in the Space Age). The video 

presentation (8 July 2025) was presented by 

Quinton Tucker, Director, Koya Aboriginal 

Corporation and Dr John Goldsmith, Founder, 

www.celestialvisions.com.au  

 

Quinton Tucker shared his hopes for the future of the project:  

 

“…we hope that the young people that 

come away from this experience will 

feel a deep connection to not only the 

country but the deep connection to the 

night sky and that's what we feel is 

important and that's what we hope to 

bring out in this excursion” 

 

 

 

Project Title: Australia’s Cultural Night Sky: 

Culture, Creativity and Community at Lake 

Ballard, Western Australia. 

 

Funded by: Office of Astronomy for 

Development, astro4dev.org 

 

Project Management: Koya Aboriginal 

Corporation, www.koya.org.au 

 

In collaboration with:  Dr John Goldsmith, 

www.celestialvisions.com.au 



The video presentation included:  

• Introducing our new 2025 project in Western Australia, supported by Astro4dev.org  

• The Koya Story  

• Our Vision  

• Our Mission/Legacy  

• Celestial Visions: Inspired by the Cosmos  

• Snapshot of our 2025 project:  

• Our project is the first Astro4dev.org funded project from Australia  

• Boola Bardip, Western Australian Museum, & School astronomy visit  

• Lake Ballard, Western Australia  

• Sir Antony Gormley’s “Inside Australia” sculptures.  

• Sustainable Development Goals  

• Culture of the night sky  

• Key International Resources 

• Acknowledgements 

 

The symposium poster is supplied as an attachment.  

 

Dr Goldsmith spoke about the significance of the Lake Ballard landscape:  

 

…this part of the landscape is very, very special and our project is helping students 

to experience the extraordinary dark sky environment from that landscape, the 

creativity, the sense of community and that special part of the landscape.  

 

Astro4dev.org, based in Cape Town, South Africa, has funded more than 200 projects 

throughout the world, during the last 12 years. “Australia’s Cultural Night Sky: Culture, 

Creativity and Community at Lake Ballard, Western Australia”, is the first project from 

Australia to be supported by Astro4dev.org   

 

Dr John Goldsmith noted: 

  

…we're very grateful for this 

opportunity and the remainder of 

the project for this year is going 

to be a wonderful experience. 

 

Symposium daily themes 

The daily themes of the “Indigenous 

Astronomy in the Space Age” 

symposium included: 

• Monday, 7 July 2025: Archaeoastronomy 

• Tuesday, 8 July 2025: Indigenous Astronomy 

• Wednesday, 9 July 2025: SKAO Panel Discussion, GM, and City-Wide Scavenger 

Hunt 

• Thursday, 10 July 2025: Dark Skies, Decolonisation, and Indigenous Space Futures 

• Friday, 11 July 2025: Education, Music and the Arts 

 

 

 



Symposium videos available online 

Videos are now available for most of the conference presentations. Please refer to the 

dedicated YouTube Channel, at: www.YouTube.com/@iaus339/playlists 

 

Symposium delegates 

The symposium welcomed over 200 delegates from 30 countries around the world, both in-

person and virtually. Presentations and welcomes on the first day included:  

• Barry Judd – Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Indigenous), University of Melbourne, 

Australia. Supporting Indigenous Endeavours 

• Marcia Langton – Associate Provost (Indigenous), University of Melbourne, Australia 

Why Indigenous Astronomy Matters. 

 

NAIDOC Week 

The conference took place during the national NAIDOC Week (www.naidoc.org.au), which 

includes celebrations across Australia in the first week of July each year, to celebrate and 

recognise the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples. NAIDOC Week is an opportunity for all Australians to learn about First Nations 

cultures and histories and participate in celebrations of the oldest, continuous living cultures 

on earth. 

 

Information sources & further reading: 
 

Goldsmith, John (2023) “Visions of the Cosmos, Landscape Astrophotography from Western Australia” 

Celestial Visions, Western Australia.  

 

Goldsmith, John (2014) “Cosmos, Culture and Landscape. Documenting, Learning and Sharing Aboriginal 

Astronomical Knowledge in Contemporary Society” PhD Thesis, Curtin University, Western Australia. 

https://espace.curtin.edu.au/handle/20.500.11937/665 

 

Gormley, Antony (2007) “Antony Gormley: Inside Australia” Thames and Hudson Ltd. London. 

 

Schidlowski, Christian. (Director) (2017) “The Borderless Sky, The Aboriginal Sky of Australia” Film 

production: Taglicht Media, Berlin. 
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Previous news items include: 
• Students learn about Aboriginal cultural star knowledge at the Western Australian Museum, Boola Bardip (15 July 

2025). 
 

• Australia’s Cultural Night Sky: Culture, Creativity and Community at Lake Ballard, Western Australia. Australia’s first 
astro4dev.org funded project is presented at the “Valuing Darkness” national symposium meeting, Melbourne, Australia 
(June 2025). 

 

• “A Cosmos of Languages” Australia’s first astro4dev.org funded project “Australia’s Cultural Night Sky: Culture, 
Creativity and Community at Lake Ballard, Western Australia”, explores astronomically inspired languages from 
around the world, during the international decade of Indigenous languages 2022 - 2032. (June 2025).  

http://www.naidoc.org.au/

