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Australia’s first project funded 

via the Astro4dev.org funding 

program, was introduced and 

presented at Australia’s national 

“Valuing Darkness” symposium, 

on 19 March 2025, in 

Melbourne, Australia.  

 

The project is called 

“Australia’s Cultural Night 

Sky: Culture, Creativity and 

Community at Lake Ballard, 

Western Australia”.  The project is led by Koya Aboriginal Corporation (Western Australia), 

in collaboration with Dr John Goldsmith, founder of Celestial Visions, 

www.celestialvisions.com.au.   

 

The project brings together students, teachers, Elders 

and astrophotographers together in an intergenerational 

sharing of knowledge and experience, Western Australia.  

The project strongly supports Aboriginal empowerment 

via leadership and management by Koya Aboriginal 

Corporation (www.oya.org.au).   

 

The project involves astronomy related learnings and 

sharing of knowledge with students. Project activities in 

2025 include a site visit to Boola Bardip, Western 

Australia’s $400+ million museum, a guided tour of the 
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Western Australia by Night astrophotography exhibit at the Origins Gallery (WA Museum), 

practical school-based astronomy events in Perth, and an extended (one week) journey to 

Lake Ballard and Morapoi Station, to experience dark-sky skywatching and Aboriginal 

cultural experiences.   

 

The dark-sky site visit (planned for the second half of 2025) will 

take place at Lake Ballard, approximately 800 kilometres from 

Perth, Western Australia’s capital city.  Lake Ballard is a large, 

dry salt-lake, and is home to the “Inside Australia” statue project 

by the UK artist Sir Antony Gormley. 51 metal statues are widely 

dispersed across the lake landscape. In recent years, the site 

has become an important tourism destination. Lake Ballard is a 

place of importance for Aboriginal / First Nations people, and 

cultural stories of the landscape and sky relate to the Seven 

Sisters and the Emu in the sky, a large sky pattern that is formed 

by dark areas in the Milky Way.  Having access to dark skies is 

essential for maintaining the cultural stories of the night sky and 

landscape.   

 

On the first day of the symposium (19 March 

2025) Quintion Tucker, Director of Koya 

Aboriginal Corporation, and Dr John 

Goldsmith, Founder of Celestial Visions, 

introduced the project via a presentation at 

the national symposium.   

 

The three-day Valuing Darkness symposium 

was attended by over 200 delegates, mainly 

from across Australia, including Local, State 

and Federal government, town planners, 

astronomers and astrophotographers, First Nations community, lighting experts, environmental 

scientists and conservationists, health practitioners, students, and others.   

 

 

The Valuing Darkness symposium was organised by the Australasian 

Dark Sky Alliance.  

 

Website:  www.australasiandarkskyalliance.org 

 

The presentation video by Quinton Tucker and Dr John Goldsmith  

is available online at:  https://vimeo.com/user8882041 
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