
 

 

 

“Visions of the Cosmos, Landscape 

Astrophotography from Western Australia” 
 

Astrophotographer and author Dr John Goldsmith’s book “Visions of the 

Cosmos, Landscape Astrophotography from Western Australia” features in 

Australia’s first astro4dev.org funded project. “Australia’s Cultural Night Sky: Culture, 

Creativity and Community at Lake Ballard, Western Australia”.   

 

Quintion Tucker, Director, Koya Aboriginal Corporation. Website: www.koya.org.au 

Dr John Goldsmith, Founder, Celestial Visions. Website: www.celestialvisions.com.au   

Email: John.Goldsmith.MSc@gmail.com       News release, 9 September 2025 

The “Visions of the Cosmos” cover image shows the Milky Way galaxy above “Pyramid Hill”, 

Lake Ballard, Western Australia, and one of the 51 remarkable sculptures from the “Inside 

Australia” project by Sir Antony Gormley.  

Project Title: Australia’s Cultural Night Sky: 

Culture, Creativity and Community at Lake 

Ballard, Western Australia. 

 

Funded by: Office of Astronomy for 

Development, astro4dev.org 

 

Project Management: Koya Aboriginal 

Corporation, www.koya.org.au 

 

In collaboration with:  Dr John Goldsmith, 

www.celestialvisions.com.au 



“Visions of the Cosmos: Landscape Astrophotography from Western Australia”  

is a unique book celebrating the cosmos and iconic Western Australian landscapes.  Nine of 

WA’s leading astrophotographers share their love of the night sky, capturing majestic visions 

of the cosmos and wilderness landscapes, documenting more than two dozen iconic 

landscapes throughout Western Australia. The extraordinary images are complemented by 

stories, insights and personal reflections on the wonders of the night sky and our ancient 

landscapes. This unique book is entirely conceived, photographed, authored, designed and 

produced in Western Australia.   

 

The themes of wilderness landscapes and their astronomical context are explored; 

wilderness environments in which the dominant forces are those of nature, not artificiality. 

The images have been carefully selected and compiled, and form a legacy for our 

community, presenting some of the most important landscape astrophotography images 

ever recorded from Western Australia. This landmark collaboration features works by 

talented and visionary Western Australian astrophotographers, including James Athanasou, 

Ben Broady, Dr John Goldsmith, Luke Hetherington, Colin Legg, Trevor Lundstrom, Kristo 

Orma, Wayne Riley & William Vrbasso.  

 

 

Book chapters 

 

• Ancient Land, Ancient Sky 

• The Wild Coast 

• The East Kimberley 

• Kandimalal (Wolfe 

Creek Meteorite Crater) 

• Lake Ballard 

• The Arid Interior 

• Pinnacles & Dunes 

• The Deep South West 

• The Wilderness Sky 

• The Photographers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Dr John Goldsmith sharing his book “Visions of the Cosmos, Landscape Astrophotography from Western 

Australia” with students at the Origins Gallery, Western Australian Museum. Photo: koya.org.au 

 

As part of the Astro4dev.org funded project, Dr Goldsmith donated a copy of his book to the 

Governor Striling Senior High School, for the benefit of all students.  Dr Goldsmith’s book 

was 100% authored, designed, printed and published in Western Australia, which is an 

increasingly rare feat to accomplish in today’s print environment. Enquiries via the contact 

page on www.celestialvisions.com.au  Preview video  https://vimeo.com/867577707 

 

Specifications 

 

• Title: Visions of the Cosmos: Landscape Astrophotography from Western Australia 

• Author: Dr John Goldsmith  

• Publisher: Celestial Visions 

• ISBN: 978-0-9587381-1-8 

• Dimensions:  297.0mm (width) x 240.0mm (height) 

• Weight: 765 grams 

• Languages: English 

• Format: Soft cover 

• Category: Photography  

• Subjects: Astrophotography, Western Australia. 

• Publication Date: 31/03/2023 

• Pages: 114 



Author profile:   

Dr John Goldsmith is a Western Australian based astrophotographer, author and exhibition 

curator. Visions of the Cosmos is his third astrophotography book. He is a leading 

proponent of ethical astrophotography and leads collaborative based exhibition and 

astrophotography projects, having curated over 40 astrophotography exhibitions since 1999.  

Dr Goldsmith featured in the international 5-part film series The Borderless Sky, The 

Aboriginal Sky of Australia (2017) and provided project guidance for the film Fireball, 

Visitors from Darker Worlds (2020) by Clive Oppenheimer and film-maker Werner Herzog.  

The Western Australian Museum (Boola Bardip) engaged Dr Goldsmith to coordinate the 

Western Australia by Night permanent exhibit. His PhD research Cosmos, Culture & 

Landscape (2014) investigated Western Australian Aboriginal sky knowledge, with a focus 

on Kandimalal, Wolfe Creek Meteorite Crater. He is the founder and creative developer 

behind Celestial Visions (www.celestialvisions.com.au). 
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Previous news items include: 

 

• Light pollution detected at the dark-sky location of Lake Ballard, Western Australia” Australia’s first 

astro4dev.org funded project “Australia’s Cultural Night Sky: Culture, Creativity and Community at Lake 

Ballard, Western Australia”, has documented new light pollution impacting one of Australia’s most important dark-

sky locations at Lake Ballard, Western Australia. News release, 18 August 2025 

 

• “Astro4dev.org project presented at international symposium in Australia: Indigenous Astronomy in 

the Space Age” News release, 18 August 2025.  

 

• Students learn about Aboriginal cultural star knowledge at the Western Australian Museum, Boola 

Bardip (15 July 2025). 

 

• Australia’s Cultural Night Sky: Culture, Creativity and Community at Lake Ballard, Western Australia. 

Australia’s first astro4dev.org funded project is presented at the “Valuing Darkness” national symposium 

meeting, Melbourne, Australia (June 2025). 

 

• “A Cosmos of Languages” Australia’s first astro4dev.org funded project “Australia’s Cultural Night Sky: 

Culture, Creativity and Community at Lake Ballard, Western Australia”, explores astronomically inspired 

languages from around the world, during the international decade of Indigenous languages 2022 - 2032. 

(June 2025).  

 

 


