
Students from Governor Stirling Senior High School visiting the 
 Western Australian Museum “Boola Bardip”. Photo: Dr John Goldsmith. 
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A key milestone has been reached with Australia’s first project funded via the Astro4dev.org 

funding program. The project is called “Australia’s Cultural Night Sky: Culture, Creativity 

and Community at Lake Ballard, Western Australia”.  The project is led by Koya 

Aboriginal Corporation (Western Australia), in collaboration with Dr John Goldsmith, founder 

of Celestial Visions, www.celestialvisions.com.au.   

 

Project Title: Australia’s Cultural Night Sky: 

Culture, Creativity and Community at Lake 

Ballard, Western Australia. 

 

Funded by: Office of Astronomy for 

Development, astro4dev.org 

 

Project Management: Koya Aboriginal 

Corporation, www.koya.org.au 

 

In collaboration with:  Dr John Goldsmith, 

www.celestialvisions.com.au 



Students visiting the meteorite display at the Western Australian Museum. Photo: Dr John Goldsmith. 

In late June 2025, a group of 17 Aboriginal students, from Governor Stirling Senior High 

School (Western Australia) visited the Western Australian Museum, Boola Bardip (which 

means “Many Stories” in the Wadjuk Nyoongar Indigenous language, South West Western 

Australia).   

 

Our visit to the Museum was an important opportunity for students to learn about Aboriginal 

culture and history in Western Australia, as presented by the WA Museum. Our specific 

focus was in relation to Aboriginal astronomical knowledge, as presented at the Origins 

Gallery, and the “Western Australia by Night” digital astrophotography exhibition. 

Students were also introduced further to Dr Goldsmith’s third and latest astrophotography 

book, “Visions of the Cosmos, Landscape Astrophotography from Western Australia”. 

 

Together, we were able to experience ancient meteorites at the museum, films about 

Aboriginal astronomical knowledge and stories about the 120,000+ year old meteorite 

impact crater known as Kandimalal (Wolfe Creek Meteorite Crater), which is located on the 

edge of the Great Sandy Desert.  

 

Dr John Goldsmith provided a guided tour of the Origins Gallery and the Western Australia 

by Night astrophotography exhibit at the Origins Gallery (WA Museum), which he helped to 

establish.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Our project “Australia’s Cultural 

Night Sky: Culture, Creativity and 

Community at Lake Ballard, 

Western Australia” brings together 

students, teachers, Elders and 

astrophotographers together in an 

intergenerational sharing of 

knowledge and experience, 

Western Australia.  The project 

strongly supports Aboriginal 

empowerment via leadership and 

management by Koya Aboriginal 

Corporation (www.koya.org.au).   

 

 

 

 

 

Meteorite display and Kandimalal star-trail photo (Wolfe 
Creek Meteorite Crater), Western Australian Museum.  

Photo: Dr John Goldsmith. 

Dr John Goldsmith sharing his book “Visions of the Cosmos, Landscape Astrophotography from 
Western Australia” with students at the Origins Gallery, Western Australian Museum. Photo: koya.org.au 



 

Students learning about Kandimalal, Wolfe Creek Meteorite Crater, with Dr John Goldsmith,  

Origins Gallery, Western Australian Museum. Photo: koya.org.au 

 

Our visit to the Western Australian Museum is a key part of our Astro4dev.org supported project, 

which is the first project from Australia to be supported, in the 12 years of Astro4dev.org funding for 

more than 200 projects around the world.   

 

Our project has attracted national attention, at the Valuing Darkness national symposium, held in 

Melbourne, Australia (March 2025). The presentation video by Quinton Tucker and Dr John 

Goldsmith is available online at:  https://vimeo.com/user8882041  The symposium was organised 

by the Australasian Dark Sky Alliance (ADSA).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A video / conference poster was presented on 8 July 2025 as part of the Indigenous Astronomy 

in the Space Age symposium, which took place in Melbourne, 7 – 11 July 2025.   

 

Upcoming activities of our project include a practical astronomy evening with students from 

Governor Stirling Senior High School in Perth, hosted by Koya Aboriginal Corporation. Our 

remote area site visit will take place in the second half of 2025, at Lake Ballard and Morapoi 

Origins Gallery, Western Australian Museum, and students from Governor Stirling 
Senior High School. Photo: Dr John Goldsmith. 



Station, for a group of students from Governor Stirling Senior High School.  Our site visit, 

which will involve a 2000km round trip, aims to enable students to experience the Milky Way 

passing directly overhead, in the extraordinarily dark skies of remote Western Australia.  
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Previous news items include: 

• Australia’s Cultural Night Sky: Culture, Creativity and Community at Lake Ballard, Western Australia. 

Australia’s first astro4dev.org funded project is presented at the “Valuing Darkness” national symposium 

meeting, Melbourne, Australia (June 2025). 

 

• “A Cosmos of Languages” Australia’s first astro4dev.org funded project “Australia’s Cultural Night Sky: 

Culture, Creativity and Community at Lake Ballard, Western Australia”, explores astronomically inspired 

languages from around the world, during the international decade of Indigenous languages 2022 - 2032. 

(June 2025).  

 

Students watching the Indigenous astronomy film at the Origins Gallery, 
Western Australian Museum. Photo: koya.org.au 


